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, before the ELECTION of A LoRD MavyoR for the Year enſuing, 


CHARLES WHEATLY, 1 TE. 
NE UX PELHAM in We 


—— 
at 


EO N "3 N: 
1 dan for Joun NOURS at the Lamb without Temple-Bar, 1737. 


THOMPSON, Mayor. 


An eſpecial Court held at the Feaſt of | 
St. Michael the Arch- Angel (that in, 
to fay) Thurſday the 29th of Sep- | 
tember, 1 737. And in the eleventh © | 
Near of the Reign of King Gr oxGs © | 


the Second of Great Britain, Gs. 


T 1s ordered that the Thanks of this Court 88 given to the Res | 
rend Mr. WHEATLY for his Sermon preached this Day before 
this Court and the Liveries of the ſeveral Companies of this City, : | 

at the Pariſh Church of St. Laurence-Fewry, before the Election of a 
Loxp Mayor of this City for the Year enſuing : And that he be de- | 


fired to print the ſame. 
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Sir JOHN THOMPSON, Knt. 
L ORD M A Y OR 


city of L OY O 


de- Myr Lo Rp, 
| HE following Diſcourſe, preached by 200 Lord- 
Sz ſhip's Appointment, and publiſhed by the Or- 
der of the Right Worſhiptul Court of Alder- 
LG men, I humbly arckime to inſcribe to Your 
Lordſhip, to whom it is in an eſpecial Manner due. For 
It was Your Lordſhip's Conduct in your publick, as well 
Fs your private Life, (of both which Your Lordſhip has 
AF onoured me with Opportunities of making very near and 
doſe Obſervations) which firſt ſuggeſted my two Texts to 
3 1 Mind, and then helped me to explain them, by ſetting 
fore me a lively Image of the Characters 1 was to . 


which I therefore kept all along in my Vicw. — Þut, my 
A 2 Lord, 


ir DEDICATION. 


Lord, I forbear: For I am ſenfible your Lordſhip will no 
more approve of my enlarging upon yourſelf, when I am | 
1 peaking To You, than you would have been pleaſed had! 


done it, whilſt preaching Er RE You. But 


That Your Long Dshir (when the Burthen which at. | 
tends your preſent high Station ſhall be removed, and tran. g 
ferred on him, to whom it is worthily and honourably con- 
ſigned) may LoUR SEL, together with the Harry Paxrxes | 
of your Life, enjoy the Sweets of as much Retirement as your 
remaining publick Honours will admit, in LEN GH of Days, 
HEALTH of Body and CHEarRFUlNEss of Mind; and I 
that, when God ſhall ſee fit, to advance You to himſelf, You 
may have an ASV PAss AGE to the unſpeakable Ha Pp YINESS 


in the Kingdom of Heavan, hall be the carneſt Prayers of, 


My Loxo, 
Of. 3. 1737. 
Your LORDSHIES 


Moss obliged, and 


Moſt obedient Servant, 


Ch ARLES Wiz ati. 
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Dur. I. / 


11. Take ye wiſe Men, and underſtanding, and known among 
your Tribes, and 1 will make them Rulers over you. 


N | 
N Greek Word ſignifies) Moſes repeats to the Children of Iſrael 


N this Book of Deuteronomy (or of the Second Lao, as that 
Se before he left them, (which he knew he was to do about 
= two Months afterwards) the chief Laws which God had 


0 


lhe Law was firſt given, were now dead: and a new Generation, that 
nere ſpeedily to enter and take Poſſeſſion of the promiſed Land, were 
rung up in their Room. And Moſes being not permitted to live and 
eter it with them; he therefore acquaints them, before he dies, with the 
e B | pirincipal 
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. De Qualifications and Bleſſings 
prineipal Statutes and Ordinances, which God had given them, and by 


] many warm and affectionate Exhortations endeavours to awaken, and o Mul: 
excite them to a ſtrict Obſervance of them. Introductory to this he pre. | be 
miſes, in the three firſt Chapters of the Book, a ſhore Narrative of all ariſe 
| that had paſſed fince their coming from the Mount of Horeb to the Time mon 
| of his ſpeaking. And one of the very firſt Things he recounts, was a TJ ou! 
Propoſal that he had made to their Fathers ſoon after their Departure & 2 
[ from Egypt, concerning the Appointment of a Number of Subordinate f hic 
| Magiſtrates and Judges; that ſo the Burthen of governing every individual] Engl 
| Perſon in ſo great a Moltitude might not lye upon him. This he had of to 
done upon Counſel given him by his Father-in-Law, = Jethro, Prieſt jũudg 
l or rather Prince of Midian: Though in the Recital of it here he lays no. hard 
thing of Jethro, leſt the Iſraeli tes perhaps, always a proud and conceited f patie 
| People, ſhould have the leſs Opinion of the Advice, becauſe proceeding beath 
| from a foreign Adviſer. 5 . > oul, 
BH He therefore only relates what had paſſed between himſelf and the Mali 
i} People. b ſpake unto you at that Time (i. e. I ſpake unto your Fathers Men, 
i faying, I am not able to bear you myſelf alone. © The Lord your God hath 3 Bu 
multiplied you ; and behold, you are this Day as the Stars of Heaven for Peak 
Multitude. And indeed ſo God had promiſed Abraham * h:s Seed ſhould es 
be. And therefore, though all the Souls of the Houſe of Jacob, mT MM 
came into Egypt, were but threeſcore and ten * ; yet at their leaving occaſl 
| Egypt, 215 Years afterwards, the Number of the Men only, of theſe mr when 
| were able to go forth to War, excluſive of Women, and all in general under ought 
q 20 Years old, amounted to * Six hundred and three thouſand, ſive hundred bilitie 
and fifty Souls. Too many indeed for any one Man to bear the Govern- Caſes 
ment of alone. Not chat Moſes was troubled at this great and vaſt In- do) tl 
| creaſe : He blefſed God for it. (The Lord God of your Fathers (faith he) M W. 
| make you a thouſand Times ſo many more as ye are, and bleſs you, as he bath beg 
promiſed you ;) But * How can 1 myſelf alone bear your Cumbrance, andi ® litt 
r Burthen, and your Strife? How ſhall I be able of myſelf, how poſ- Breth, 
ſibly can my Time ſuffice, to hear every ſingle Complaint, which ſuch i oe 
| TONE» OT Jie, 
i 4 _ 13, &c. | threeſceore and fifteen Souls, (agreeable with St 3 judge 
n 9. Saber, Acts vii. 14.) including five Namc Man. 
BM | which they inſert at the End of Gen. xlvi. 20. 5 forks 

f The Ix. here and in Deut. 1 2 2 OP a 3 

Ys „K. 23, 00 1 V. 12 | 

2 5 | Multitude 
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Multitude muſt have to make? How can any one Man alone remedy all 


the Grievances, and decide all the Controverſies which muſt unavoidably 


ariſe among you? The laſt Word ſignifies Suits at Law, as we com- 


monly ſpeak : The two former Words ſignify other Differences which 
would neceſſarily ariſe between one Man and another, about ſuch Things 
as are mentioned in the 2 1ſt, and two following Chapters of Exodus, 
which contain the Laws relating to them. The firſt Word which our 
Engliſh Tranſlation renders Cumbrance, ſignifies the vexatious Proceedin 

of too many who ger into their Hands the Management of Cauſes before a 
Judge: It means what, were I to explain it now, would require a thouſand 


hard Words, all fignifying harder Things, ſuch as would diſcourage the 


patienteſt Man from bearing the Impertinencies, and indeed ſuch as are be- 
neath any one to practiſe, but Barreters, and thoſe who have Meanneſs of 
Soul, to ſubſiſt upon the Gall and Spleen of Mankind, upon Enmities and 
Malice, upon Quarrels and Litigations, and who delight in inſtructing 
Men, how to worry and devour one another. | 

But ſuppoſing Men to be more peaceably diſpoſed, ew generally 
ſpeaking they now are, or than they can be thought in the Times of 
Moſes to have been; yet in the Nature of Things, Diſputes muſt ariſe, 
unavoidable Diſputes; Caſes nice and hard to be decided. And this muſt 
occaſion Plaintiffs on the one Hand, and Defendants on the other ; who, 
when neither deſires any Thing more, than what is equitable and right, 
ought to have their Cauſe heard by ſome Perſon of Judgment and A- 
bilities that fo Juſtice may be done on either Side. And when theſe 
Caſes become numerous and frequent (as among Multitudes they muſt 
do) they muſt of Courſe be more than one Man can determine. 

We will ſuppoſe again that the People under Moſes's Command were 
as regular as poffible, as little offenſive to him in his Government, and 
45 little injurious to the Lives, the Liberties, or the Properties of their 


Brethren, as upwards of 600,000 Men can be imagined to be: yer ſtill 


ſome Irregularities would certainly happen, ſome Enormities of a groſſer 


dize, and ſuch as deſerved, the immediate Notice and Correction of a 


Judge, too many to bring before, or to wait for the Cenſure of, a ſingle 


Man. This again muſt convince Moſes of the Neceſſity of acnacing 


interior and ſubordinate Magiſtrates under him, 


B 2 2 And 
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The Qualifications and Bleſlings 


And this accordingly was the Method he refolved upon: But fince 
tit was the People's Eaſe and Benefit (as well as his own) he conſulted 


in it; he therefore in the firſt Place acquaints them with the Neceſſity A 
of it; and then, that he might not ſeem to prefer any Favourites of his 
own, refers the Choice of the Men to them. Take ye, or, as it is in the 
Margin, Give ye, i. e. Chuſe ye, wiſe Men, and underſtanding, and kv i 
among your Tribes, and I will make them Rulers over you. 4 
vice was that theſe Rulers ſhould be provided out of all the People; mean- 
ing 1 ſuppoſe that every Tribe ſhould provide their own: that ſo no A 


Jethro's Ad- : | 


Tribe might complain of their being overlooked, but, being governed 


by Men choſen out of themſelves, might ſee that they were all main- 2 


tained in the Poſſeſſions of their Liberties and ſpecial Rights. 


But we are to obſerve, that though the Tribes had the Choice of the 
Men, they were to be given or preſented to Moſes for his Approbaticy, Wt 
Give ye, that is, Preſent ye wiſe Men WM 

and underſtanding, and known among your Tribes, ſuch as they ſhall Ml 
think fit to be Magiſtrates, and I will make them Rulers over you. So een 

that though the Choice was in the People, yet' the Power was from l: 

Moſes : And indeed from or rather through none could it be derived 

but him. God himſelf was properly their King: He himſelf gave them 

Statutes and Ordinances and Laws, as he ſaw their ſeveral Occaſions MR 

required. For their Government was a Theocracy f: And in that Theocracy WY 

Moſes was now the Vicegerent of God. In him therefore concentred MW 
all the Branches of Power that could poſſibly be transferred on any - 

thers. In ſuch Senſe were theſe choſen Men appointed Rulers over the 

Iſraelites: Rulers over the People as far as their Authority and Com- 
| miſſion extended; but accountable to Moſes the ſupreme Governor on W 

Earth, whenever they abuſed or exceeded their Commiſſion. And WM 

happy are the People that are in ſuch a Caſe, who have the Liberty to 

chuſe ſuch Men to govern them as they beſt approve; and yer, if they 


For ſo the Words plainly imply. 


{hould prove miſtaken in their Choice, have Means of Redreſs. 


So it is plain the Tjraelites thought it in the Caſe before us: For !o 
Maſes goes on, * Ye anſwered me and ſaid, The Thing which thou hajt po- 
ood for us to do. h So I took the Chief of your Tribes, wiſe Men 


ken, 1s 


f Vide Diſſertationem de Theocratia Fudaics t V. 14. 


apud Spencer de Legibus Hæbræorum 
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and known, and made them Heads over you; to decide all ſuch Cauſes as 
u their ſeveral Spheres they were able to judge; Captains over thouſands, 
d Captains over hundreds, and Captains over fifties, and Captains over 
tens ; and Officers among your Tribes; i. e. Under Officers of ſeveral Sorts; 
ome to bear before thoſe, who were inveſted with the Authority and 
Jl Rule, the Inſignia of their Office, others to attend them and obſerve 
- FE their Commands, and others again to put in Execution their Sentences 
ad Decrees. Four different Orders of Judicature, according as he could 
o KY conveniently divide and ſub-divide the ſeveral Tribes; ſome with more 
d luthoricy, and ſome with leis, and the leſs very probably ſubordinate | 
o the greater, as the greateſt of them all was to Moſes who appointed 
blem; and to whom all Caſes of Ditticulty and Weight, and Appeals, 
e se may imagine, in all Cauſes whatever, were ſtill reſerved. For fo 
! be Sequel of the Context relates: And i 7 charged your Judges at that 
n lie, (i. e. the Rulers above-mentioned whom he calls Captains and 
|| RY Heads ;) Hear the Cauſes between your Brethren, and judge righteoufly be- 
0 been every Man and his Brother, and the Stranger that is with him. k Ye 
n a not reſpect Perſons in Judgment, but you ſhall bear the ſmall as well 
4 Ys the great: Dou ſhall not be afraid of the Face of Man; for the Fudg- 
m vet is God's: And the Cauſe that is too hard for you, bring it unto me, 
13 Nad Iwill hear it. e e YT i 
y BY Having thus the full Senſe of the Context before us, I ſhall now pro- 
ed Lcd to the particular Conſideration of the Tex: itſelf, which will point 
so Matter more than ſufficient for the Remainder of my Diſcourſe, 
he though all ſuitable to the Occaſion of this preſent ſolemn Meeting. 
ele ye wiſe Men, and underſtanding, and known among your Tribes, and 
I will make them Rulers over you : which Words, were they to be 
confidered thoroughly, would afford three ample Heads of Diſcourſe, 


1. FIRST, The Qyolfications required in thoſe that were to be ap- 
JJ Pointed Rulers over the People. They were to be wife Men, and un- 
„landing, and known among their Tribes. 4 855 

II. SECONDLY, The Fer/ons to whom the Election or Choice is refer- 
red, which were the ſeveral Tribes over whom they were to rule: Take 


„ V. 16. V. 17. 


e, 


6 The Qualifications and Rleſſings 


ye, or Give ye, as it is in the Original; 
ſignifies. 


III. TIR DIL, The Perſon who deputed them to their Office, and 
inveſted them with their Authority: And that was Moſes himſelf, their 
chief Leader; He who was appointed over them by God, and under 
Take ye wiſe Men, and ſo on, And I vi! 


God on Earth ſupreme. 
make them Rulers over you. 


Each of theſe Heads would require as much Time as your Patience 1 
would allow for a ſingle Diſcourſe : And therefore I ſhall fix upon one 
of them only, and that the FIRST, to enlarge upon, on this preſent 


| Occaſion, vis. 


I, The Qualifications which Moſes requires in thoſe whom the ſeveral 
Tribes were to chuſe for Rulers over them. Chuſe ye w/e Men, and" 
underſtanding, and known among your Tribes. In ſpeaking to which 1 (hall 


Firſt explain the Terms in which theſe Qualifications are expreſſed. 


In the next Place I ſhall ſhew how neceſſary thoſe Qualifications are 


to form a good Magiſtrate. 


And then I ſhall ſet forth the great Benefits and Advantages which 
ſuch Magiſtrates are of to their Sovereign under whom they act, to the 
People over whom they rule, and the Honour which ariſes to themſelves 


as Rulers. 


1. The Qualifications required are expreſſed thus. Take ye wiſe Men, 
and underſtanding, and known among your Tribes.—— By wiſe Men we may 
very well underſtand Men of large and extenſive Knowledge, who have 

ſeen much, and made good Obſervations: By under/landing Men we may 
conceive to be intended Men who have Prudence to make uſe of their: 
Knowledge, who from paſt Experience can judge rightly what is to be 


done on future Occaſions. 


As to the other Character, Men known ; ſome tranſlating the Word 

[ jedutm ] actively, think ready and ſcilful Men to be intended: But Ex 
perience and Skilfulneſs are properly included in the former Character 
of Wiſdom and Knowledge; and therefore I ſhould prefer our Engliſh 
Tranſlation, which taking the Word in the paſſive Senſe, renders it Met 3 
known, and to which Rendring the additional Words better agree, Men 
known among your Tribes: 1. e. Men of Diſtinction, Men of . Y 

| ott 5 


of a GOOD MAGISTRATE. - 


Mie; a Qualification very requiſite in a Magiſtrate, ſince it more eaſily 
conciliates the People to be ruled and governed by them. A mean or 
obſcure Perſon advanced to Magiſtracy, would be in Danger of ha- 
jing his Perſon inſulted and his Office deſpiſed: And therefore faith 
Moſes, Take ye Men known among your Tribes, Men known for their 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding before recommended, and alſo for ſuch other 
Qualifications as are neceſſary to fit Men for ſo high a Truſt. The prin- 
cipal of theſe are enumerated by Jethro who counfelled Moſes to ap- 
boint theſe Magiſtrates, and what Sort of Men he ſhould chuſe for the 
ce Office: As that Advice of Jethro is parallel to my Text, I ſhall take the 
ne liberty to lay it open before me, and to ſuppoſe it a Part of my Text 
nt itelf. It is in ; eo os 


* ExoD. XVIII. | 

11. Thou ſhalt provide out of all the People able Men, ſuch as fear God, Men 
of Truth, hating Covetouſneſs, and place ſuch over them, to be Rulers of 
thouſands, and Rulers of bundreds, and Rulers of fifties, and Rulers of tens. 


ROM which Words I ſhall infer, that when Moſes (who refers the 
_ Choice of their Rulers to the People themſelves) inſtructs the Peo- 
de in the Text which ſtands at the Head of my Diſcourſe, to 
—Y chuſe Men known among their Tribes, he intends that they ſhould 
e known as for the two Characters already mentioned, fo alſo for 
boſe which Jethro recommends in the Text now read. As they 
Juſt be wiſe and prudent, ſo alſo muſt they be able Men. By 
aich Character ſome underſtand Men of bodily Abilities or of ftrong 
0 (1n/titutrons : Others chink Men of Subſtance and Riches are meant: O- 
bers again interpret it of Men of Magnanimity and Courage of Mind: 
ic nd laſtly others imagine Men of Ingenuity and Parts to be intended, 
ind were I to give my own Opinion after them all; I would allow them 
lo be in the right. For every Magiſtrate, I dare ſay, will confeſs them 
obe all neceſſary, for Reaſons which my following Head will ſhew. 
hoc let us firſt run over the remaining Characters, of which the next is, 
lat they be fuch as fear God, Men truly Religious, who would fear to 
fend God by doing wrong, but not fear to offend Men by doing right. In 
le next Place they muft be Men of Truth, which the Jews explain to 
Jan ſuch as follow after Juſtice for Juſtice Sake; ſuch as in their own 
A 5 LS Minds 


8 De Qualifications and Bleſſings 


Minds are affected to Truth, and have an Averſion to Injuſtice of al 
Kinds whatever l. 


quently ſignifies, in the Apoſtle's Phraſe, a Man ® not greedy of filthy Lucre,f 
but abhorring Bribes and all baſe Ways of making Gain. 

Such are the 
vance to Magiſtracy, were to be eminent and known: And fo neceflary 
were they held by the Jews ever after, that their Doctors tell us, in the“ 
moſt inferior Magiſtrates ſeven Things were required, which are much 
the ſame with thoſe which the two Texts before us preſcribe, viel 
« Wiſdom, Meekneſs, the Fear of God, Hatred of Mammon, Love off 
% Truth, Love alſo of their Fellow-Creatures, and that "ney be Men 
„Hof a good Name u. 


generally had to the Mars or Age of Perſons to be choſen : Elſe whyl 
are they ſo continually called throughout the Bible, the Elders of W 
the Elders of the People, and the Elders of ſuch and ſuch a City: as in 


Rome and other Places they were. called Senators, Fathers, and the lle 


upon the ſame Account of their Age or Standing. And indeed among F [ 


| ſuch ſhould we ſooneſt look for the two firſt Qualifications which or 
requires. For » with the Ancient (as Job obſerves) is Wiſdom, and it 
Length of Days is Underſtanding. Not that Rulers are neceſſarily to »& 
Men advanced in Years : But it is neceſſary they ſhould have 4 wich 
dom and Maturity of Judgment, which are ofteneſt found in Men ol 
Years. And younger Men ſo qualified, when they are affociated with 
Elders, or with Senators and Fathers, as many in all Ages and Counttie 
have been, have as juſt a Claim to thoſe reverend Titles, as thoſe hq; 


have dee longer for them. But I muſt haſten to the ſecond Branch F F 


of my Diſcourſe, under which I am to ſhew 


2. How requiſite theſe foreral Qualifications are to form a good Ma ciftrareſÞ 


And firſt as to Wiſdom and Underſtanding, i. e. Experience and 


Fudyment 


(which generally ſpeaking are the Fruits of Years;) Theſe are ſo "ablo] _ 
lutely eſſential to Government, that it 1s impoſſible there ſhould be an 


| See Maimonides in Ainfworth on Exod. xviii. 
"TM 2 | o Job. xii. 12. 
mn 1 Tim. iii. 3,8 


Hating Covetouſneſs is the laſt Character, which the 
Chaldee Paraphraſe tranſlates, hating to receive Mammon, which conſe- E 


Qualities for which the Men, whom Moſes was to "ll | | 


And it may not be amitſs juſt to obſerve that there was Some Regard 74 


n Maimonides in Ainfeorth on Exod. xvii. 218 5 : 
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Of a GOOD MAGISTRATE: ” 
Government without them, For whoever wants theſe, knows not how. 
to govern ; and therefore though he may have all the other Qualifica- 
tions which Jethro recommends, (however he may be diſtinguiſhed for 
his Birth and Fortune, however to be eſteemed for his Religion and 
Piety, however true in his Words and juſt in his Dealings, however po- 
pular he may render himſelf by an hoſpitable Living ;) yet if his Under- 
ſtanding be imperfe&, or his Judgment weak, unwiſe and imprudent 
muſt the People be who take him for a Governor, if the Choice be in 
themſelves. 3 + 3 
But though Wiſdom and Underſtanding be thus neceſſary in the firſt 
Place, yet are they not the only Qualifications : The four named by 
Jethro are neceſſary alſo; and that becauſe the more underſtanding and 
experienced a Man is who has them not, ſo much the more he has it in 
his Power to injure and oppreſs the People he ſhould protect. With 
thoſe Qualifications therefore ſhould Magiſtrates be endued, and for thoſe, 
before they are advanced to the Magiſtracy, ſhould they be diſtinguiſhed 
and known : Known as for Wiſdom and Underſtanding, fo alſo for being 
Able Men: i. e. Firſt they muſt be Men of a Con/t:tution able to en- 
dure the weariſom Labours and Fatigues, which a patient Magiſtrate, 
defirous to do Juſtice and Right to all, muſt often undergo : Leſt other- 
wiſe through his natural Weakneſs and Infirmities he be not able to en- 
dure a Courſe of long Pleadings, even in Cauſes that may require them, 
and fo precipitate a Judgment, before he is thoroughly apprized of the 
Caſe. They ſhould in the next Place be Men able as fo Subſtance ; they 
ſhould have Wealth and Riches ſufficient to maintain and ſupport their 
Grandeur, and that in Proportion to the Height and Dignity of the Of- 
ice they bear : Leſt the Appearance of- the Magiſtrate being poor and 
mean, he loſe the Reverence due to his Authority. Thirdly they ſhould 
be Men of able Parts; i. e. of a quick Apprehenſion and a ready Judg- 
ment: that the Help and Aſſiſtance, the Juſtice or Redreſs which 
Men apply to them for, may be ſpeedily obtained; and their Sentence, 
though right, not loſe its Value, as ſometimes it has happened, by com- 
ing too late. But fourthly and above all, they ſhould be Men able and 


int of Mind, Men of Courage and Magnanimity, and of undaunted 


Reſolution, not to be brow-beaten or aw'd, by the Greatneſs or Splen- 
dor of any that ſhall happen to appear before them. A Man that has 
not this Firmneſs of Mind the Son of Syrach adviſes not to take the 

85 Magiſtracy 


10 ; The Qualifications. and Bleſſings 


Magiſtracy upon him. ? Seek nat to be Fudge (faith he) being not able tg 
tale away Iniquity : left at any Time thou fear the Perſon of the Mighty, 


and lay a Stumbling-block in the Way of thy Uprightneſs. A Caution very M. 
anſwerable to an Inſtruction or Admonition he had given before: q De. ran 


liver him that ſuffereth wrong from the Hand of the Oppreſſor; and be 
not faint-hearted when thou fitteſt in Judgment. And to fortify and arm che 
the Rulers of the Tribes againſt this Faint-heartedneſs ſeems to be the fra 
principal Aim and Intent of Moſes in the Charge he delivered to them, 
fo ſoon as they were choſen. * I charged your Fudges at that Time, ſtre 
ſaying, Hear ye the Cauſes between your Brethren, and judge righteouſiy be- 


$6. we 
tween every Man and his Brother, and the Stranger that is with bim. i. e. 10 
Be upright and impartial, not conſidering who the Man is, but what is aft 


his Cauſe. * Ye ſhall not (he goes on) reſpect Perſons in Fudgment: No 
Favour or Affection mult ever be ſhewed to the neareſt Relation, or the WY 5, 
deareſt Friend. Nor any more Deference or Regard to the Rich, thin of 
what is paid to the Poor. But ye ſhall hear the ſmall as well as the great : 
Ye ſhall as patiently attend the Cauſe of the one as ye do of the other: ſai, 
M7 ſhall not be afraid of the Face of Man, for the Fudgment is God's. The 
Magiſtrate you ſee muſt be able ro bear up againſt the Frowns and the Je 
Threats of the Powerful and the Great. Fearleſs and intrepid he muſt 5 


remember he repreſents the Perſon of God: He fits in God's Seat: The ,.. 


Sentence he gives muſt be obeyed as God's; and therefore no other muſt 
he be prevailed on to give, than what, he believes, God himſelf would ſub 
pronounce. The very Charge which Jehoſhaphat, many hundred Years ind 
afterwards, gave to the Judges whom he appointed over the Cities of hc 
Judah. Take heed what ye do; for ye judge not for Man, but for the Lord, 
 whors with you in the Judgment, i. e. As God's Miniſters you act, and by : 
his Authority: And therefore be affured if you proſtitute not your Truſt, BI ſtre 
HE will be preſent to ſupport you in the Diſcharge of it. Fear no Man 
but God alone: For * he flandeth in the Congregation of Princes, he is a ſol 
Fudge among Gods, HE therefore is to be always feared : And accord- WF 6. 


P Ecclus. vii. 6. | faciet, ne fi Judex quidem erit de ipſo Amico. the 

Q.. Ponit enim Perſonam Amici, cum induit Judicis- | 

Deut. i. 16. | | Cicero, De Officiis. L. z. c. 10. | _ = tha 
„ "1, ug | | | v 2 Chron. xix. 6. 1 | 

. * Neque contra Rempublicam, neque contra Y Pſa. lxxxii. 1 : 3 * 

Jusjurandum, ac Fidem, Amici Cauſa Vir Bonus 3 : 
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of a GOOD MAGISTRATE. 11 


ingly the next Qualification which Jethro requires in the Rulers which 
Moſes was to place over the People, was, that they be 1 3 

Such as fear God: Without which religious and godly. Fear, a 
Man's natural Boldneſs will but prompt him the more to play the Ty- 
rant, and to pronounce arbitrary and unjuſt Decrees. Our Saviour 
ſpeaking of an unjuſt Fudge in a City, that would do no Right but for 
the Procurement of his own Quiet and Eaſe, deſcribes him as one that 
feared not God, neither regarded Man; A Judge conſequenily from whom 
no Juſtice could be expected. The Fear of God being the only Re- 
ſtraint a Judge, at leaſt an abſolute 'one, can have. And therefore the 
laſt Words which David ſpake, 1. e. the laſt which the Holy Ghoſt ſpake 
by him, were ſpoken purpoſely to inculcate this Fear into all that ſhould 
afterwards ſucceed to his Throne; and, that they might make the 
deeper Impreſſion, are introduced with great Solemnity. * David, the 
Son of” Feſſe, ſaid, and the Man who was raiſed up on high, the anointed 


of the God of Jacob, and the ſweet Pſalmiſt of Iſrael ſaid, ——The Spirit of 


the Lord ſpake by me, and his Word was in my Tongue: The God of Iſrael 

ſaid, the Rock of 1jrael ſpake to me,—HE THAT RULETH over MEN, 
MUST BE JUST, RULING IN THE FEAR of Gop. A Maxim which 

Jehoſbaphat, one of thoſe few of David's Succeſſors that walked in his 

Ways, well remembered, when he came to viſit and reform his People, 
and to appoint Judges over his ſeveral Cities. For to the Words above- 
cited from the Inſtructions given them by that King, he immediately 
ſubjoing— Y Wherefore now, let the Fear of the Lord be upon you. And 
indeed even the Heathens thought it ſo neceſſary that the Magiſtrate 
ſhould be aw'd and influenced by their Gods; that anciently the Courts 
of Judicature were held, in moſt places, very near their Temples, and 
in ſome Places in them, that the Reverence of the Deity might make a 
ſtronger Impreſſion on the Minds of thoſe who preſided in them. And 
in ZErh1opia particularly, above the Judges, who were uſed to feat them- 
ſelves on a lower Bench, twelve Chairs were placed higher for their 
Gods, whom they ſuppoſed, though inviſible, to be preſent amongſt 


them. 


But let us proceed: The next Qualification which Jethro requires is 
that Magiſtrates be Mer of Truth : 1. e. Men, who loving Truth them- 


w Luke xviii. 2. 2 Chron, xix. 7. 
8 2 Sam. xxiii. 1—3. 1 i Plats de Legibus. L. 6. 


"C2 ſelves, 


12 The Qualifications and Bleſſings 
ſelves, will, though it coſt them Time and Pains, be ſure to ſift it out in 
others: Men who will be deaf, as to impertinent Calumnies and Re. | 
proaches on the one Hand, fo to Adulation and Flatrery on the other. And 
to ſuch a ſteadfaſt Attachment to Truth does God call and excite Judges 
and People both, by his Prophet Zachariah. * Theſe (faith he) are e WI 
Things ye ſhall do : Speak ye every Man the Truth to his Neighbour : Exe. E 
cute the Judgment of Truth and Peace in your Gates (i. e. in the Gates of 
the City, in which in thoſe Days their Courts of Judicature were held) 
And let none of you imarine evil in your Hearts againſt his Neighbour ; and 
love no falſe Oath : For all theſe are Things that J hate, ſaith the Lord. 
And as the Heathen Nations (as we have juſt now ſeen) endeavoured to 
impreſs on their Magiſtrates and Judges an Awe of their Gods; ſo did they 
alſo uſe all Means poſſible to preſerve in them an inviolable Inclination 
to Truth. At Athens, in the famous Court of Areopagus, the moſt aw- 
ful and ſolemn one of all Greece, whoever pleaded any one's Cauſe, was 
confined to ſet forth the naked Fact. He was not allowed to flouriſh 
and harangue : No Ornaments of Speech were indulged him; nor was 
he ſuffered to apply to the Paſſions of the Judges, for they were ſup. 
poſed to have none: They were always to reſemble the Immortals, and W 
to keep inflexible in the Paths of Truth. In Egyyt we have another 
| illuſtrious Proof of the ſacred Regard which the Magiſtrates were al- 
ways ſuppoſed to have to this Virtue. Their Chief-Magiſtrate wore about 
his Neck a Chain of Gold, from which hung at his Breaſt an Image 
of Sapphire, adorned with other precious Stones, to. which they gave 
the Name of TxuTH ; and preſumed that he who wore this Emblem 
ſo near his Heart, would never ſuffer any Thing but Truth to proceed 
from it . * | . 3 
The laſt Qualification which Jethro requires is hatzng Covetouſneſs: 8 
i. e. hating to receive Mammon, as it is in the Chaldee, or hating a Gift, i 
as the Syriack renders it: And fo good Jehoſhaphat, be ſure, underſtood 
it, who concludes his Charge, twice cited already, with a Warning a- 
gainſt it. That it may not ſuffer by being cited piece-meal, I ſhall now 
read the whole together. * He jet Judges in the Land, throughout all WW 
the fenced Cities of Fudab, City by City. And ſaid to the Fudges,—T ake Y 


FF Sicul. Biblioth. Hiſt. L. 1. p. 45, 68. 
Y Zlian. Hiſt, Var. L. 14. c. 34. Dioder. 2 Chron. xix. 5, 6, 7. 
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red what ye do Fur ye judge not for Man, but for the Lord, who is with 
wu in the Fudgment. Wherefore now, let the Fear of the Lord be upon you: 
Take heed and do it : For there is no Iniquity with the Lord our God, nor 
Reſpec# of Perſons, nor Taking of Gifts. Reſpect of Perſons, and T aking of Gifts 
zhere, we ſee, repreſented as Iniquity; as an Iniquity which all who repre- 
ent God ſhould abhor ; And all do repreſent him, who act by his Authority. 
Vor is there any Vice more often prohibited, or more heavily condemned, 
MY in Scripture than this. In that Collection of Laws relating to Cauſes between 
an and Man, according to which Moſes's Rulers were to govern the Peo- 


** * TT. 


% blindeth the Wiſe, and perverteth the Words of the Righteous: i. e. as 
e wiſe Man explains it, > Preſents and Gifts blind the Eyes of the Wiſe, 
n End flop bis Mouth that be cannot reprove. In our modern Language, they 


% Mit before his Eyes, hinder a Man from ſeeing, who otherwiſe 


I erted, would of himſelf have pronounced an upright Judgment. If an 


lough a melancholy one in Samuel's Sons, after they were appointed 
Judges in Iſrael. Their good old Father we may reaſonably ſuppoſe was 
at wanting to train them up in the Ways of Righteouſneſs; nor can 
ee imagine that he would have truſted them with the Power of govern- 
ig, had they not, till that Time, given Hopes that he might ſafely ſer 
em over the People. And yet no ſooner were they advanced to that Dig- 
a, but through he Love of Money, the Root of all Evil, they degene- 
aed and immediately made the People weary of their Government. 
er ſo the Holy Text tells us, They walked not in the Waysof their Fa- 
er, but turned afide after Lucre, and took Bribes, and perverted Fudg- 
WJ". The one is a natural Conſequence of the other: For a Gift is fo 


od rwerful, that 4 whitherſoever it turneth (faith Solomon) it proſper- 
a- Wi. © A Man's Gift maketh Room for him, and bringeth him before great 
ow W's. The Temptation therefore being ſo ſtrong, it is fit that ſuch only 
” Would be ſer where it reaches, as are thought maſt likely and able to 
ake 


XN 
2 

= 

1 


' Exod. xxiii. 8. Deut. xvi, 19. < 1 Sam. viii. z. 


. eclus. Xx. 29. | 4 Prov. xvii. 8. 
ed ne | e C. xviil.. 16. 
f hate 


ile, the Taking of Gifts is expreſsly forbid. a Thou ſhalt take no Gift, for a 


ould have been perſpicacious to diſcern between Truth and Falſhood, : 
tween Good and Evil;/and who had he not been in this manner per- 
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1 hſtance be of any Uſe to confirm what I ſay, we have a remarkable 


liſt it, Conſequently Men choſen to Magiſtracy ſhould be Men that 


14 De Qualifications and Bleſſings 
hate Covetouſneſs, ſuch as are known to be averſe to the doing any Thing! 
mean and indirect for the Sake of Gain; ſuch as, there is Reaſon to be- 
lieve, will not be worked upon by Intreaty or Bribe: Such, in a Word 
as would by no Means whatever be prevailed on to pronounce a wr; 
Judgment, nor take a Gratuity for pronouncing a right one. For even 
this latter is, in the Eye of all Laws, both of God and Man, Extortio of 
and -Fraud. It is ſelling that Juſtice, which both by his Office an 
Oath he is bound to diſpenſe freely. And it is much to be feared that! 
a Man who /ells a right Sentence, were the adverſe Party to bid higher 
would ſell a wrong one. | 3 


3. But having ſufficiently ſeen how requiſite theſe ſeveral Qualification 
are to form a good Magiſtrate, it is Time to proceed to the Benefits an 
Advantages accruing from fuch Magiſtrates to their Sovereign unde 
whom they act, to the People over whom they rule, and the Honour aril 
ſing to themſelves as Rulers. CC Fj 
And firſt, As to the Sovereign or Supreme Mag rate, by and undd 


Whoſe Authority they act: To wave ſaying any Thing further here ff 
the Expediency, and indeed the Neceſſity, of dividing a Burthen & 
mongſt many, which it is impoſſible for one or a few to bear : Let 
only ſuppoſe (the Reins of the Government themſelves being placed 
the Hands of one whoſe own whole Aim and Study it is to ſecure au 
advance the Eaſe, the Quiet and Proſperity of his People) that 
ſubordinate Magiſtrates acting under him, * the Princes, the Governo 
the Captains, the Fudges, the Treaſurers, the Counſellors, the Sheriffs, a 
all the Rulers of the Provinces, are all ſuch as Moſes and Jethro deſcri_h 
in my Texts: that they are all Men of Wiſdom and Skill, governing UM 
People in their ſeveral Diſtricts in the Fear of God, with Righteouving 
and Truth; all combining conſcientiouſly to diſcharge their Ofc 
and Truſts; all conſpiring fo far as their reſpective Powers extend, M 
promote univerſal Harmony and Peace. Bleſſed with ſuch a Magiſtra 
g how heavenly may a King imagine his earthly Kingdom to be when 
He who himſelf, preſiding at the Head of the Legiſlature, is, with 
his Watchfulneſs, Thoughts, and Care, providing and enacting La K 
for the Welfare and Benefit of his Kingdoms in general ; ſhall bj 
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of GOOD MAGISTRATE. T 
ind feel that his ſeveral Provinces, Cities and Communities are each of 
hem happy, among themſelves; every one maintained in a peaceable 
boſſeſſion of their Properties and Rights; that Vice, wherever it is diſ- 
WY covered is puniſhed, and, as much as poſſible, kept under and ſuppreſſ- 
=; and that Virtue through Countenance and Encouragement thrives ; 
ad all by the wiſe Adminiſtration of thoſe who are happily entruſted 
auh the Execution of the Laws! When the Repreſentatives of the Royal 
7:0: (hall thus exert the Regal Power; as they will certainly contri- 
Joie to the Glory of his Reign, fo probably will they add to the Length 
fit alſo, by multiplying his Days. For (as 8 Jethro told Moſes) the 
orthen of the Government, by ſuch a Partition, will become eaſier 70 
%%, (and I may add more pleaſant and deſirable too;) and fo ſhall he 
e much more ab/e to endure : i. e. as he ſhall not be worn out by the 
iigue of adminiſtring the whole Government himſelf ; ſo neither ſhall 
ebe teized, or harraſſed and perplexed by the Clamours of the Peo- 
e, complaining of the Grievances and Oppreſſions they ſuffer through 
e Mal- Adminiſtration of thoſe who are entruſted to govern under 
im. All ſuch Complaints will be prevented by the wiſe Adminiſtra- 
on of Juſtice, whilſt the Adminiſtration ſhall be in ſuch Hands as 
Wc are now ſuppoſing. For as Jethro goes on, not only the ſupreme 
F lgiſtrate, the Leader of the People, bur alſo BORE LIC 5 
Al the People tbemſelves ſhall go to their ſeveral Places in Peace, i. e. 
eades the general Quiet and Peace which ſuch Rulers in their ſeveral 


710 h ations will preſerve; beſides the Security of the Properties and Rights 
* lich they will alſo tenderly defend and protect: Beſides the Puniſb- 
cril i 


/ Wickednels and Vice, and the Maintenance of true Religion and 
ue, which we pray ſuch Magiſtrates may always endeavour; we 
Jy truſt and be aſſured that God will alſo hear our Prayers, and grant 
a that are put in Authority, (provided they are ſenſible it is his 
Wuhoricy) both Ability and Grace, truly and indifferently to miniſter 
ice, even to every Individual that ſhall apply to them for it. And 
Wy Applications, beſure, there muſt be in all Communities: Many 
ss of Law or Equity to be decided: All which an upright Judge, 
= tending continually on this very Thing, will hear and determine with 
ae Diſpatch, that if the Parties themſelves be not peeviſh and liti- 


Hod. xviii. 22. b Rom. xiii. 6. 
I | gioue, 


16 The Qualifications and Bleſſings 
gious, they ſhall ſoon return to their own Homes and their own Bug. 
neſs, with their Diſputes ended, and their Minds quieted, perfectly easy 
and reconciled. | 3 
And as good Magiſtrates are of ſuch Advantage, as they are ſuch 
Bleſſings indeed to the Prince and the Subject; ſo do they acquire (and 


fot] 
ſeco 
thus 
and 

exer 


«© 
: 


very deſervedly too) High Honour and Dignity to themſelves, For they nod open 
only repreſent the Prince, by whoſe Authority and Appointment they act; moſt 


but they alſo repreſent the Perſon of him, i by whom Kings themſclve$Y Thit 
reign, and by whom Princes decree Juſtice. For though Civil Magi of tl 
ſtrates are all Subjects to the King (from which Subjection not the highet ſhall 
Office or Dignity can exempt ;) and though even as Magiſtrates they Mini 
are ſubordinate to him, as being appointed and conſtituted by him; ye, We f 
ſtill the Power they exert is a Branch of the Royal Power, and conſ: do th 
quently God's. * For there is no Power (faith St. Paul) but of Gad. Y 000, 
Powers that be (in whomſoever, or in whatever Degree) are all uni hem 
verlally ordained of God. Higher or Lower it is all from him. In tor 
King as Supreme it is immediately from God; in ſubordinate Governor, + Ubrld 
it is mediately from him, as being derived to them through the King lhoug 
And therefore as St. Peter tells us, ! every Ordinance of Man is to b Earth 
ſubmitted to; ſo he immediately ſubjoins that it is to be ſubmitted to tom 
the Lord's Sake. Submit yourſebves (ſaith he) to every Ordinance of Ma hay 
i. e. to every Human Power, for the Lord's Sake; whether it be to t Parks 
King, as ſupreme, or unto Governors, as unto them that are ſent by hin i Go 
2 the Puniſhment of evil Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that 0" h V 
Tell. 4 be : | | 1 : St ec) 
Two very noble and godlike Employs; ſuch as will intitle the Magi bods 4 
ſtrate who attends them, to that Character of St. Paul, m He is the M- 
niſter of God to thee for Good. For he is as much God's Miniſter i Ma) 
Temporal Affairs, as one that waits at the Altar is in Spiritual: He is cen nd ca 
tainly his Miniſter as ruling by bis Power; and ſo long as he alſo ru nd! ! 
to his Glory, he is his Miniſter as uſeful and ſerviceable to the „bprti f the 
and maintaining Religion, as the Eccleſiaſtical Miniſter is in 7each1WWiill ms 
and inſlilling it. And fo far may they always go Hand in Hand | Mag 7 
the Miniſters of Religion always preach up Submiſſion and Obedienq RY 
| ook | | Pl. 1 
i Prov. viii. 3 | ii. i $4: | 5 2 Akts 
* Rom. Wii. 1. m Rom. xiii. 4. 2 
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to the Civil Magiſtrates | and may the Civil Magiſtrates always protect, 
ſecond, and enforce the Precepts of Religion! And ſo long as they do 
thus, ſo long as the nas 

and Mockery of God's univerſal and eternal Laws; fo long as they ſhall 
exert themſelves in ſuppreſſing all Immorality and Profaneneſs, the 
open and ſcandalous Profanation of his Holy Name, the barefaced and 
moſt ſhameleſs Pollution of his Sabbaths, the blaſpheming of every 
Thing that is Holy and Sacred (to all which the Power and even Zeal 
of the Magiſtrate was never more needful than now ;) So long as this 
ſhall be the Care of the Magiſtrates and Miniſters of the State, the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel will always bear them moſt reverend Regard : 
We ſhall inſtruct (with Chearfulneſs and Alacrity) our Congregations to 


Cod, but as being Gods. For ſo God himſelf declares and pronounces 
= them to be; as our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf witneſſes, the beſt Commen- 
WY tator that ever was. I have ſaid ye are Gods, and all of you are the 
Children of the moſt High, i. e. I have put my Majeſty upon you; and 
aa though you are but Men, yet have I ennobled you to ſuch Dignity on 
arth, as my Celeſtial Miniſters bear in Heaven. So excellent a Name 


4 g om God himſelf have Magiſtrates obtained, and having obtained it, 


may they always be what the Name imports! May they feel more 
Parks of the Deity in them ! May they expreſs the Image and Similitude 
„if God, more lively than the reſt of fallen Mankind are uſed to do! 
n a Word, may they endeavour, and ſucceed in their Endeavours as far 
s they can, ro make us imagine with the Lycaonians of old, that © the 
WY Gods are come down to us in the Likeneſs of Men, 


May ſuch Magiſtrates, ſuch Gods, always preſide over this great 
Ind capital City! What Tyre boaſted, may ſhe in Truth and Reality 
Bind! May e ber Merchants be Princes, and her Traffickers the Honourable 
Bf the Earth! May the Heads of her ſeveral Tribes and her Elders be 


4 nth the Robe of Righteouſneſs. Or to borrow an Expreſſion of the Son 


" PL. xxxii, 6. John x. 34. v Hai. xxili. 3. 
Adds xiv. 11. ITI Dan. v. 16, 29. Iſai. Ii. 10. 
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Of a GOOD MAGISTRATE. 17 


Powers ſhall reſtrain the Infringement 


do the fame; to reſpe& and honour them not only as the Miniſters of 
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in more honourable! May all that are * clothed with Scarlet, be covered 
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18 The Qualifications and Bleſſings, &c. 


of Syrach, with a ſmall Variation — I When they put on the Robe of | 
Honour, may they alſo be clothed with the Perfection 5 Glory,— and make 
the Garment of Honour Holy ! : 
To come nearer to the Occaſion of this Day's Aſſembly ; may the | 4 
Chief Ruler of this Crowning Cit) be always ſuch, as the Enſigns of 
his Office, and the Marks of his Diſtinction intimate he ſhould be! May 
the Sword, which ſpeaks him the Miniſter of God, be never taken up or 4 
born in vain! May it always be uſed for the Puniſhment of evil Doers, or : 
for the Protection and Praiſe of them that do well! May the Mace, the I 
Emblem of the Regal nei remind him how much the Crown is in- 
tereſted in the Office he bears! May the Chain always have the folid 1 
and eſſential Jewel of Truth appendent to it! May the Chair ever be PN 
Glory is ſeated on the Throne on high! And may the enſuing and every Send 
ſucceeding Election preſent one to it, as wiſè and underſtanding, as well 
known among your Tribes for his Abilities of all Kinds, for the Fear of 
God, for the Love of Truth; for Hatred of Covetouſneſs, Bribery and 
Corruption, for Fidelity to his Prince, for doing Juſtice to the Subje, 
and for the acquiring of Reputation and Honour to himſelf, as He, who, 
nov fills it, has always been. 


ſeated under the Influence of that Omnipreſent All-ſeeing God, whoſe | 2 


x Eceluſ. 1. 11. 
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= 3 Hangs EXCEPTIONS to the Plain Account of 

1 the Nature and End of the Sacrament of the Lo Rp's Su p- 
?2R. With a Method propoſed for coming at the true AposToLIcAL. 
Senſe of that Holy Sacrament. 8. Price 1 5s. 


In the Preſs and ſpeedily will be publiſhed. 


a Co-equal and Co-eternal TRINITY in UNIT, and of perfect 


to common Capacities. In eight Sermons preached in part, at the 


= Lady Moyer's Lecture in the Cathedral of St. Paul, London, in the 


Years 1733, and 1734. And fince completed. 


in Hartfordſbire, 800, Price 6 5. 


The Nicene and Athanafan CREE Ds (fo far as they are expreſſive of 


FJ GODHEAD and MANHOOD in ONE ONLY CHRIST) 
£ explained and confirmed by the Holy Scriptures in a Manner adapted 


Both by CHARLES WEHTATTx. M. A. Vicar of Fur neu Pelham 
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